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About Mark Shepard  
 

Mark is a certified permaculture de-

signer, consultant, and teacher. He 

and his family live in Viola, WI, where 

they have 

transformed 

100 acres of 

monoculture 

into New For-

est Farm, one 

of the coun-

tryõs first and 

finest farm -scale models of permacul-

ture. The farm features chestnut,  

hazelnut, and fruit trees, a variety of 

other fruits and vegetables, chickens, 

pigs, and many other species. Mark is 

also a founding member of Organic 

Valley Cooperative.  

New Forest Farm, Viola, Wisconsin  

 different?  

Monoculture : Working against nature takes more 

energy and inputs, and produces concentrated and 

often toxic òwastes.ó Over time, resources are  

depleted and yields decline.  

How is  

PERMACULTURE 

Polyculture : Integrated, diverse 

systems are more resilient. 

òWastesó become resources. Eco-

systems are restored. Once es-

tablished, little effort is needed 

to maintain these systems.  


